We Are Here: A Big Read Anthology 

Issue Submission Deadline: Sunday, June 30, 2026

Issue 1: On Nature & Healing

What would you create in response to the landscape around you?

Maybe you'd paint a piece about the rhythm of the seasons or write a poem about a fond childhood memory of running wild through the trees. Maybe you'd tell a story about the day spent protesting the sale of Native lands or about how your community embraced the right to repair. Wherever your creativity takes you, it should show how nature moves and brings us together in the most powerful of ways.

We are looking for pieces, written or visual, that celebrate how nature and art help us connect to ourselves, our surroundings, and each other. This anthology is partially funded through a NEA Big Read and Arts Midwest grant and is inspired by Ada Limon’s “Poetry in the Parks” project, which she undertook during her tenure as the 24th United States Poet Laureate. 
All submissions must also include a short author/artist bio. A photograph for the bio is optional but will be shown in the digital issue if provided. Contact Kayla Greenwell with any questions at info@midwestpartners.org or (219) 276-6365. 
Art (3 Pieces Max): Submissions may contain up to three original pieces on the theme “hope, nature, and connectivity.” Place all images/visuals in a single document with their titles and mediums listed. We are happy to view submissions in any medium, including 2D & 3D visual art, photography, and digital illustrations. For 3D art submissions, please provide photographs of multiple angles of the piece. 

Poetry (5 Poems Max): Submissions may contain up to 5 poems. The poems should be contained in a single file. Your submission should give a strong sense of your style and range. We accept submissions of all poetic forms and genres, but we are particularly interested in poetry about nature, hope, and connectivity. 

Creative Nonfiction (2,000 words max): One creative nonfiction piece can be submitted at a time. All forms of creative nonfiction are accepted, such as memoirs, personal essays, travel essays, features, etc. 

Flash Fiction (500 Words Max): Two flash fiction pieces can be submitted at one time, with a limit of 500 words per story. 

